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Survey Reveals Florida Business and Community Leaders Want Class Size Amendment Changed

Cost of Class Size Amendment is top concern to majority of 300+ local business and community leaders, according to first ‘Voice of Florida Business in Education’ survey

TAMPA, FL (February xx, 2010) -- The Class Size Amendment is cost-prohibitive to the State of Florida, and the constitution should be amended to allow local school districts more flexibility in class size, according to a statewide survey completed by more than 300 business and community leaders throughout Florida who are involved in improving local public education.  

Well more than the majority of respondents (74%) indicated support for a proposal by Rep. Will Weatherford (R-Wesley Chapel) and Sen. Don Gaetz (R-Niceville) to amend the constitution. The bill would keep the current method of counting class size based on a school-wide average, and would allow the addition of a few extra seats where necessary.

WHAT:
First-ever ‘Voice of Florida Business in Education’ survey

WHO:
The Consortium of Florida Education Foundations surveyed the estimated 1,000 business and community leaders serving as board members of Florida’s district-wide K-12 local education foundations.  

WHY:
To garner opinions of informed Florida business leaders and other non-educator stakeholders on key education issues.
FINDINGS:
Majorities are 1) concerned about Class Size Amendment costs, and 2) support Weatherford-Gaetz proposal for amending the constitution.

The survey spotlights widespread concern among Florida business leaders committed to improving public education about the cost of the Class Size Amendment as it stands now.  “The majority (68%) said if they knew when the Class Size Amendment was being considered in 2002 what they know now, they would have voted against it,” said Gordon Gillette, Chair of the Leadership Council for the Consortium of Florida Education Foundations, and President of Tampa Electric and Peoples Gas.
The Class Size Amendment’s cost to taxpayers since 2003 has been nearly $16 billion, with an estimated $350 million this school year, and an additional $3.2 billion next year to calculate strict class size limits room-by-room instead of by current school-wide averages.  
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“This constitutional amendment was passed with little consideration of how much it really costs and who will pay for it.  Now we need to be responsible and figure out a better way to improve the classroom environment while offering some flexibility,” Gillette said.

Most of these local business and community leaders surveyed have served as board members of their local education foundations, are committed to improving public education, and have a deep understanding of public education issues.  
About the ‘Voice of Florida Business in Education’ survey 

The ‘Voice of Florida Business in Education’ survey provides for the collective opinion of local education foundation board members, most of whom are local business leaders, throughout Florida.  The ‘Voice of Florida Business in Education’ is sponsored by The Leadership Council of the Consortium of Florida Education Foundations.

About Consortium of Florida Education Foundations 

The Consortium of Florida Education Foundations represents Florida’s local education foundations and their more than 1,000 board members. Collectively, these school district-wide education foundations raise more than $40 million annually for a variety of initiatives in support of students, teachers, and public schools.  Information is available at www.cfef.net. 
Summary of Survey Results

· 74% support a proposal by Representatives Weatherford and Senator Gaetz to amend the Florida Constitution to provide flexibility in class size; 17% do not support the proposal.

· In 2002, 33% reported they voted YES to the Class Size Amendment, and 41% voted NO (while 16% didn’t recall how they voted; and 10% did not vote).

· Knowing what they do now about the Class Size Amendment, 22% would have voted YES on the amendment in 2002; 68% would have voted NO; and 10% don’t know how they would have voted.

· Class Size Amendment requirements beginning next year will calculate strict class size limits room-by-room, instead of by the current school-wide average, at a cost of $3.2 billion.  19% said it was worth the cost; 79% said it was not worth the cost; 3% had no opinion.

· Also, 79% support Florida’s Application of Race to the Top, which includes performance pay for teachers; 21% do NOT support Florida’s Application of Race to the Top.
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